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Black Turnstone Arenaria melanocephala (Vigors 1829)
IUCN Least Consern

Alternative names;
None found in English but the Spanish name is Vuelvepiedras negro or Vuelvepiedras oscuro and in Russia, where it is a vagrant
YépHaa KamHewapka.

Taxonomy;

. Originally named Strepsilas
melanocephalus by
Nicholas Aylward Vigors in
1829.

In 1882 Elliot Ladd Coues
made it a subspecies of
Ruddy Turnstone A
interpres melanocephalus.
Although in the
Scolopacidae family today it
was not always thus.
Turnstones, due to their
appearance, have also been
considered to be plovers;
Henry Seebohm Charadrius
melanocephalus 1885.
Finally  Arenaria, was
resurrected from Mathurin
Jacques Brisson’s name for
the genus first given in
1760.
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Cover Photo; Black Turnstone - cont’d

Details: Photos above and below — Becky Bowen

Breeds only in suitable habitat on
the western coast of Alaska, spreading
south as far as Mexico outside the
breeding season. Many remain throughout
that range all year but do not breed.

Generally a sociable bird, mixing
with other species, in particular, Surfbirds
Calidris virgata and Rock Sandpipers
Calidris ptilocnemus on rocky shores and
Grey Plovers Pluvialis squatarola and other
species on muddy/sandy shores. Despite
this  apparent friendly demeanour,
squabbles do break out and, on the
breeding grounds the bird will noisily and
relentlessly attack predators and intruders
even getting physical with the object of
their ire. This sentinel type habit wins them
friends among their congeners, but has
incurred the wrath of hunters who have
been known to shoot them so they are
unable to warn other species of their
presence.
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At roost with a surfbird — Elis Simpson
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